
 THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE POLICY 

 The  “Early  Years”  comprises  all  pupils  in  our  Recep�on  classes  who  have  their  fi�h  birthday 
 before  31  st  August.  Pupils  at  this  stage  in  their  development  are  ac�ve  learners  and  learn  best 
 through  inves�ga�on,  experimenta�on,  watching,  listening,  using  their  senses,  social  interac�on, 
 ques�oning  and  exploring.  Pupils  are  given  the  opportunity  in  Recep�on  to  learn  through 
 structured  play  and  guided  work.  The  planned  ac�vi�es  enable  them  to  develop  their  skills  and 
 understanding of the world around them and become confident and independent learners. 

 The  School  follows  the  broad  outline  of  the  Early  Years  Founda�on  Stage  (EYFS)  Framework  with 
 its  seven  areas  of  learning,  although  the  School  is  exempt  from  the  learning  and  development 
 requirements  as  prescribed  by  the  DfE.  This  gives  the  School  greater  flexibility  in  delivering  an 
 Early  Years  curriculum  tailored  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils  in  our  se�ng.  The  School  complies 
 with  the  Independent  School  Standards  Regula�ons  (which  currently  apply  to  the  over  5s) 
 suitably  adjusted  to  reflect  the  younger  age  profile.  The  ISSRs  are  much  broader  in  their 
 approach  and  contain  less  detailed  prescrip�on  on  educa�on  ma�ers  than  the  EYFS.  The 
 welfare  requirements  of  the  EYFS  remain  statutory  and  we  con�nue  to  comply  with  these.  These 
 are detailed in the School’s policies which can be found on the School website. 

 The  School’s  aim  is  for  the  pupils  to  achieve  the  Early  Learning  Goals  by  the  end  of  Recep�on 
 with some developing beyond this. 

 In  order  to  achieve  the  Early  Learning  Goals  in  each  of  the  seven  areas  of  learning  the  School 
 aims to: 

 ●  Ensure  a  smooth  transi�on  from  Nursery  to  school  and  a  con�nua�on  of  the  EYFS 
 curriculum. 

 ●  Provide  a  safe,  caring  and  s�mula�ng  environment  in  which  pupils  can  develop  curiosity 
 and enthusiasm for learning, form posi�ve rela�onships and thrive. 

 To achieve these aims we will: 

 ●  Provide  a  range  of  well  planned  ac�vi�es  helping  each  pupil  to  develop  emo�onally, 
 socially, intellectually, physically, crea�vely, spiritually and morally. 

 ●  Ensure equal access and opportunity to all aspects of the curriculum. 
 ●  Value  each  pupil’s  own  experiences,  imagina�on,  curiosity  and  the  range  of  skills  they 

 bring to school and use these as the star�ng point for their learning. 
 ●  Encourage, support and extend pupils in all areas of their learning. 
 ●  Value  parents  as  partners  in  their  daughter’s  educa�on  and  keep  them  informed  of 

 progress. 
 ●  Provide an atmosphere which encourages confidence and independence. 



 ● 
 Areas of Learning 

 The  Early  Years  Founda�on  Stage  curriculum  is  organised  into  seven  areas  of  learning.  All  areas 
 are important and inter-connected: 

 The Prime Areas: 

 ●  Communica�on and Language 
 ●  Physical Development 
 ●  Personal, Social and Emo�onal Development 

 The Specific Areas: 

 ●  Literacy 
 ●  Mathema�cs 
 ●  Understanding the World 
 ●  Expressive Arts and Design 

 Communica�on and Language 

 ●  Listening,  A�en�on  and  Understanding  :  we  provide  a  language  rich  environment  in 
 which  we  encourage  pupils  to  listen  a�en�vely  and  respond  to  what  they  hear  with 
 relevant  ques�ons,  comments  and  ac�ons  when  being  read  to  and  during  whole  class 
 discussions  and  small  group  interac�ons;  make  comments  about  what  they  have  heard 
 and  ask  ques�ons  to  clarify  their  understanding;  hold  conversa�on  when  engaged  in 
 back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

 ●  Speaking  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  develop  their  confidence  in  expressing  themselves 
 effec�vely,  by  par�cipa�ng  in  small  group,  class  and  one-to-one  discussions,  offering 
 their  own  ideas,  using  recently  introduced  vocabulary;  offering  explana�ons  for  why 
 things  might  happen,  making  use  of  recently  introduced  vocabulary  from  stories, 
 non-fic�on,  rhymes  and  poems  when  appropriate;  expressing  their  ideas  and  feelings 
 about  their  experiences  using  full  sentences,  including  use  of  past,  present  and  future 
 tenses and making use of conjunc�ons, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

 Physical Development 

 ●  Gross  Motor  Skills  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  nego�ate  space  and  obstacles  safely,  with 
 considera�on  for  themselves  and  others;  to  demonstrate  strength,  balance  and  coordina�on 
 when  playing;  to  move  energe�cally,  such  as  running,  jumping,  dancing,  hopping,  skipping 
 and climbing. 

 Pupils  take  part  in  three  PE  lessons  and  one  Ballet  lesson  with  specialist  teachers  each  week. 
 In  the  Autumn  and  Spring  terms,  the  PE  lessons  include  two  outdoor  games  lessons  and  one 
 gym  lesson  and  in  the  Summer  term  all  PE  lessons  are  outdoors.  Other  opportuni�es  for 
 physical exercise are provided as part of the day to day outdoor curriculum. 

 ●  Fine  Motor  Skills  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  hold  a  pencil  effec�vely  in  prepara�on  for  fluent 
 wri�ng  –  using  the  tripod  grip  in  almost  all  cases;  to  use  a  range  of  small  tools,  including 
 scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; to begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
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 The  art  and  cra�  and  day  to  day  table  top  ac�vi�es  provide  a  range  of  opportuni�es  to 
 develop  control  and  coordina�on,  using  tools,  construc�on  equipment  and  cra�  materials 
 safely and effec�vely. These ac�vi�es are closely linked to our crea�ve topics. 

 Personal, Social and Emo�onal Development 

 This  involves  se�ling  into  school,  leaving  parents/carers  easily,  forming  good  rela�onships, 
 working  as  part  of  a  group,  and  developing  confidence  and  independence  in  all  aspects  of 
 their learning. 

 o  Self-Regula�on:  we  encourage  pupils  to:  show  an  understanding  of  their  own 
 feelings  and  those  of  others,  and  begin  to  regulate  their  behaviour  accordingly;  set 
 and  work  towards  simple  goals,  being  able  to  wait  for  what  they  want  and  control 
 their  immediate  impulses  when  appropriate;  give  focused  a�en�on  to  what  the 
 teacher  says,  responding  appropriately  even  when  engaged  in  ac�vity,  and  show  an 
 ability to follow instruc�ons involving several ideas or ac�ons. 

 o  Managing  Self:  we  encourage  pupils  to:  be  confident  to  try  new  ac�vi�es  and  show 
 independence,  resilience  and  perseverance  in  the  face  of  challenge;  explain  the 
 reasons  for  rules,  know  right  from  wrong  and  try  to  behave  accordingly;  manage 
 their  own  basic  hygiene  and  personal  needs  (See  EYFS  Personal  Hygiene  Policy), 
 including  dressing,  going  to  the  toilet  and  understanding  the  importance  of  healthy 
 food choices. 

 o  Building  Rela�onships  :  we  encourage  pupils  to:  work  and  play  coopera�vely  and 
 take  turns  with  others;  form  posi�ve  a�achments  to  adults  and  friendships  with 
 peers; show sensi�vity to their own and to others’ needs. 

 The Specific Areas 

 Literacy 

 Pupils  have  access  to  a  wide  range  of  reading  materials  in  class  including  books,  poems,  rhymes 
 and online resources. 

 ●  Comprehension:  we  encourage  pupils  to  demonstrate  understanding  of  what  has  been 
 read  to  them  by  retelling  stories  and  narra�ves  using  their  own  words  and  recently 
 introduced  vocabulary;  an�cipate  –  where  appropriate  –  key  events  in  stories;  use  and 
 understand  recently  introduced  vocabulary  during  discussions  about  stories,  non-fic�on, 
 rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

 ●  Word  Reading  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  say  a  sound  for  each  le�er  in  the  alphabet  and  at 
 least  10  digraphs;  read  words  consistent  with  their  phonic  knowledge  by 
 sound-blending;  read  aloud  simple  sentences  and  books  that  are  consistent  with  their 
 phonic knowledge, including some common excep�on words. 

 In  Recep�on  we  read  in  groups,  as  a  whole  class  and  individually  –  generally  pupils  read 
 individually  in  class  twice  a  week  and  we  send  home  two  reading  books  a  week  in  the 
 Autumn  Term,  three  books  a  week  in  the  Spring  Term  and  four  books  in  the  Summer 
 Term.  These  physical  books  are  supplemented  with  our  online  Rising  Stars  reading 
 scheme books at the weekend. 
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 ●  Wri�ng:  we  encourage  pupils  to  write  recognisable  le�ers,  most  of  which  are  correctly 
 formed;  spell  words  by  iden�fying  sounds  in  them  and  represen�ng  the  sounds  with  a 
 le�er or le�ers; write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 We  learn  the  42  Jolly  Phonic  sounds  in  the  Autumn  Term.  We  introduce  a  sound  a  day  in 
 the  first  term  and  this  work  is  reinforced  at  home  through  the  daily  Jolly  Phonic  Folder 
 and the Weekly Overview Folder. 

 We  provide  a  range  of  wri�ng  experiences  both  self-chosen  and  guided.  We  introduce 
 the  School’s  handwri�ng  script  (le�ers  start  at  the  top  and  end  with  a  flick)  and 
 encourage  pupils  to  have  a  go  at  wri�ng  independently  –  known  as  “brave  wri�ng”.  We 
 introduce word books during the course of the year. 

 Mathema�cs 

 ●  Number  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  have  a  deep  understanding  of  number  to  10,  including 
 the  composi�on  of  each  number;  subi�se  (recognise  quan��es  without  coun�ng)  up  to 
 5;  automa�cally  recall  (without  reference  to  rhymes,  coun�ng  or  other  aids)  number 
 bonds  up  to  5  (including  subtrac�on  facts)  and  some  number  bonds  to  10,  including 
 double facts. 

 ●  Numerical  Pa�erns:  we  encourage  pupils  to  verbally  count  beyond  20,  recognising  the 
 pa�ern  of  the  coun�ng  system;  compare  quan��es  up  to  10  in  different  contexts, 
 recognising  when  one  quan�ty  is  greater  than,  less  than  or  the  same  as  the  other 
 quan�ty;  explore  and  represent  pa�erns  within  numbers  up  to  10,  including  evens  and 
 odds, double facts and how quan��es can be distributed equally. 

 ●  Shape,  space  and  measure:  we  encourage  pupils  to  use  everyday  language  to  talk  about 
 size,  weight,  capacity,  posi�on,  distance,  �me  and  money  to  compare  quan��es  and 
 objects  and  to  solve  problems;  to  recognise,  create  and  describe  pa�erns;  to  explore 
 characteris�cs  of  everyday  objects  and  shapes  and  to  use  mathema�cal  language  to 
 describe them. 

 The  School  follows  the  Abacus  Maths  Scheme.  In  Recep�on,  we  follow  the  daily  Ac�ve  Learn 
 programme.  We  adopt  a  very  hands  on  approach  to  number  work,  providing  a  range  of  class, 
 group and individual prac�cal and wri�en ac�vi�es to develop these mathema�cal skills. 

 Understanding the World 

 We  encourage  pupils  to  make  sense  of  and  develop  an  understanding  of  their  physical  world  and 
 their local and wider communi�es. 

 ●  Past  and  Present:  we  encourage  pupils  to  talk  about  the  lives  of  the  people  around 
 them  and  their  roles  in  society;  know  some  similari�es  and  differences  between 
 things  in  the  past  and  now,  drawing  on  their  experiences  and  what  has  been  read  in 
 class;  understand  the  past  through  se�ngs,  characters  and  events  encountered  in 
 books read in class and storytelling. 

 ●  People,  Culture  and  Communi�es  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  describe  their  immediate 
 environment  using  knowledge  from  observa�on,  discussion,  stories,  non-fic�on 
 texts  and  maps;  know  some  similari�es  and  differences  between  different  religious 
 and  cultural  communi�es  in  this  country,  drawing  on  their  experiences  and  what  has 
 been  read  in  class;  explain  some  similari�es  and  differences  between  life  in  this 
 country  and  life  in  other  countries,  drawing  on  knowledge  from  stories,  non-fic�on 
 texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
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 ●  The  Natural  World  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  explore  the  natural  world  around  them, 
 making  observa�ons  and  drawing  pictures  of  animals  and  plants;  know  some 
 similari�es  and  differences  between  the  natural  world  around  them  and  contras�ng 
 environments,  drawing  on  their  experiences  and  what  has  been  read  in  class; 
 understand  some  important  processes  and  changes  in  the  natural  world  around 
 them, including the seasons and changing states of ma�er. 

 These  three  areas  of  learning  are  covered  through  our  termly  topics,  compu�ng  based 
 ac�vi�es  and  lessons,  fes�val  and  cultural  celebra�ons,  French  lessons,  class  discussions 
 and the ac�vi�es provided in the classroom and outside area. 

 Pupils  have  one  French  and  one  Compu�ng  lesson  per  week.  In  French,  they  are 
 introduced  to  the  language  involved  in  gree�ngs,  colours,  numbers,  food,  songs  etc. 
 Compu�ng  lessons  cover  keyboard,  mouse  and  iPad  skills  leading  to  the  crea�on  of 
 mul�-media products. They are also introduced to the founda�on stages of compu�ng 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

 ●  Crea�ng  with  Materials  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  safely  use  and  explore  a  variety  of 
 materials,  tools  and  techniques,  experimen�ng  with  colour,  design,  texture,  form  and 
 func�on;  share  their  crea�ons,  explaining  the  process  they  have  used;  make  use  of  props 
 and materials when role playing characters in narra�ves and stories. 

 ●  Being  Imagina�ve  and  Expressive  :  we  encourage  pupils  to  invent,  adapt  and  recount 
 narra�ves  and  stories  with  peers  and  their  teacher;  sing  a  range  of  well-known  nursery 
 rhymes  and  songs;  perform  songs,  rhymes,  poems  and  stories  with  others,  and  –  when 
 appropriate – try to move in �me with music. 

 The  School  provides  a  range  of  art  and  cra�  materials  and  ac�vi�es  in  the  classrooms  and  in  our 
 shared  area  and  outside.  Some  ac�vi�es  are  adult  guided  and  many  are  self-ini�ated.  We  have 
 a  junk  modelling  area  and  a  well-resourced  role-play  area  which  changes  each  term  to  reflect  the 
 topic we are covering. 

 Pupils have two Music lessons a week and one Ballet lesson with specialist teachers. 

 Assessment 

 Each  area  of  learning  works  towards  the  overall  Early  Learning  Goals  for  Recep�on  aged  children. 
 Pupils  are  assessed  on  entry  into  school  using  our  own  internal  assessment  and  progress  is 
 monitored  throughout  the  year  through  observa�on  and  tracking.  Pupils  complete  the  PIPA 
 Assessment  in  the  Spring  Term  and  PIPA  and  PUMA  Assessments  in  the  Summer  Term,  in  line 
 with  the  rest  of  the  school.  The  majority  of  pupils  achieve  all  Early  Learning  Goals  by  the  end  of 
 their Recep�on year with some achieving beyond these goals. 

 Differen�a�on 

 Pupils  in  the  EYFS  learn  through  a  combina�on  of  self-chosen  and  teacher  led  ac�vi�es. 
 Self-chosen  work  is  open-ended  with  pupils  working  within  the  seven  areas  of  learning  at  a  pace 
 and  level  suitable  to  their  individual  ability.  Staff  will  support  and  extend  this  learning  through 
 observa�on  and  ques�oning.  During  teacher  led  ac�vi�es,  pupils  are  some�mes  grouped. 
 Support  is  given  to  those  needing  addi�onal  support  and  extension  ac�vi�es  are  given  to  more 
 able  pupils  who  need  to  be  challenged.  Pupils  needing  support  with  le�er  sounds  and  numbers 
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 are  iden�fied  early  on  and  are  given  addi�onal  1:1  or  small  group  support  by  the  Learning 
 Support Team. Their progress is monitored on an ongoing basis. 

 English as an Addi�onal Language (EAL) 

 As  a  School,  we  value  the  opportuni�es  which  a  culturally  diverse  pupil  cohort  provides.  Where 
 prac�cal  and  appropriate,  pupils  are  some�mes  given  the  opportunity  to  use  their  first  language. 
 We  will  also  give  them  the  opportunity  to  talk  about  and  celebrate  their  heritage.  The  School 
 provides EAL support with specialist staff as and when required. (see EAL Policy) 

 Communica�on with Parents 

 The  School  invites  parents  into  school  at  the  end  of  the  Summer  term  prior  to  their  daughter 
 star�ng  with  us.  Parents  are  given  an  informa�on  pack,  containing  the  Recep�on  Class  brochure 
 and  all  the  necessary  forms  to  be  completed  by  September.  At  this  mee�ng  we  discuss  aspects  of 
 Recep�on  and  first  day  arrangements.  The  pupils  also  come  for  an  a�ernoon  visit  in  the  Summer 
 term to familiarise themselves with their new surroundings and to get to know staff. 

 In  September,  the  School  invites  parents  in  again  for  a  Curriculum  Mee�ng  focusing  par�cularly 
 on  aspects  of  Literacy  and  Mathema�cs  and  how  parents  can  help  and  support  their  daughters 
 at home. 

 Throughout  the  year  we  have  an  “open  door”  policy  in  Recep�on  and  parents  are  welcome  to 
 speak  to  staff  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  school  day  or  email  with  any  urgent  issues. 
 Appointments  may  also  be  made  at  any  �me  to  discuss  specific  or  confiden�al  concerns.  There 
 are  two  Parents’  Evenings  during  the  course  of  the  year;  one  in  October  and  one  in  the  Spring 
 Term.  Parents  will  also  receive  two  wri�en  reports  on  their  daughter’s  progress;  a  short 
 se�ling-in report at the end of the first term and a full report at the end of the Summer Term. 

 From  �me  to  �me  throughout  the  year  parents  are  given  a  specific  invita�on  to  visit  the 
 classroom and look at their daughter’s work with her. 

 The  School’s  Safeguarding  Policy,  as  well  as  the  Complaints  Policy  can  be  found  on  the  School 
 Website. 

 For  EYFS,  all  wri�en  complaints  will  be  inves�gated  and  complainants  no�fied  of  the  outcome, 
 within  28  days  of  receiving  the  complaint.  All  related  documents  will  be  kept  by  the  School  for  a 
 period of three years. 

 Parents  of  children  in  EYFS,  who  wish  to  make  a  complaint  to  Ofsted  should  make  contact  as 
 follows: 

 h�p://www.ofsted.gov.uk/contact-us/how-complain  or  by calling 08456 404040 

 The  School  will  provide,  on  request,  to  Ofsted  a  wri�en  record  of  complaints  made  during  any 
 specified  period  and  the  ac�on  that  was  taken  as  a  result  of  each  complaint.  The  record  of  such 
 complaints  will  be  kept  for  at  least  three  years.  Parents  may  also  complain  to  the  Independent 
 Schools  Inspectorate  (ISI)  if  they  so  wish.  ISI  can  be  contacted  on  0207  600  0100  or  by  email  at 
 concerns@isi.net 

 Policy reviewed: September 2021 
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